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Report on the WG2 Meeting 
part of the 2nd Joint WG Workshops

Date: 
16.12.2009, 14:30h – 18:00h, 16.12.2009, 9.30h – 11:00h

Location: 
Grecian Bay Hotel, Ayia Napa, CY 

Moderator:
Pablo Noriega and Giulia Andrighetto

The WG2 Meeting on Norms consisted in three thematic sessions organized as follows:

15 December 2009:

 14:30 - 16:00: Session 1: Normative reasoning and norm based programming

 16:30-18:00 Session 2: Norm enforcement mechanisms

16 December 2009:

9:30-11:00  Session 3: Applications and norms in agreement- technologies

20 people attended at the WG2 workshop.

During session 1, Normative reasoning and norm based programming, three presentations (20min+10min) had been given. The fist talk, titled Dealing with incomplete normative states and presented by Juan Manuel Serrano, was aimed to present a normative framework, which enables the handling of incomplete normative states. In the second presentation, given by Moser Fagundes and titled Compliance with Norms in Autonomous MDP Agents,  a model of agent capable of estimating the benefits of being (non) compliant with norms has been proposed. Such an agent is able to decide which norms to comply with and which open regulated multiagent systems (RMAS) to join. The last talk of this first session was given by John-Jules Meyer and was focused on Normative Systems Programming.  This talk was aimed to show some of the work done in Utrecht on the design and development of a programming language to support the implementation of coordination mechanisms in terms of normative concepts. Special attention was paid to the ‘role’ of roles.

This session ended with a lively discussion (30min) on the role of deontic logics and programming approaches.
Session 2 focused on Norm enforcement mechanisms. The first talk Distributed multilateral sanctioning, by Daniel Villatoro, was aimed to stress the importance of distributed norm enforcement in the design of a normative multiagent system. The second talk On norm Internalization, by Giulia Andrighetto, was aimed to present a rich cognitive model of different types, degrees and factors of internalization. 

A very animated discussion on the roles of punishment and on the distinction of internalization of norms as prescriptions vs norms as behavioural regularities ended this second session.

The last session of WG2 focused on Applications and norms in agreement- technologies. The first presentation Norms and Contracts, by Simon Miles, was aimed to outline some ideas on normative systems which have come from the King’s College London group’s recent work in the area of electronic contracts.  More specifically, the KCL works on norms address some practical problems of ensuring or checking  compliance with norms in systems with distributed authority and bounded resources. The second talk Empirical norm adaptation in a P2P saring network scenario, by Maite Lopez Sanchez, addessed how norm adaptation may help the system to better fulfill its social ojectives. An empirical study on norm adaptation over a P2P multi-agent based simulation scenario was presented and discussed. 

The third session ended with a discussion in which inputs for the panel discussion were provided. Participants were also asked to provide  some information concerning publications, projects, workshops and conferences on norms in order to update the WG2 webpage. 

