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¸ Large-scale open distributed systems

ī Area of enormous social and economic 
potential

ī Paradigm Shift: beyond the client-server 
architecturesé
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¸ Vision:  

ī A paradigm for next-generation open 

distributed systems, based on the concept 

of agreementbetween computational 

agents. 

¸ normative context: rules of the game

¸ ñcall-by agreementò interaction method: 

first establishment, then enactmentof 

agreements
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¸ Fundamental and applied research:

ī Semantics: Semantic mismatches & alignment of ontologies

ī Norms: Specify and verify constraints on agreement

ī Organisations: Structure the processes of reaching 

agreements

ī Argumentation & Negotiation: Reach agreements that 

respect the constraints imposed by norms and organisations

ī Trust: Summarise the history of agreements and agreement 

executions in order to build long-term relation
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¸ Interdisciplinary research:

Á Solid conceptual foundations: robust understanding of the notion of agreement 

and agreement processes
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¸ Several research initiatives are currently ongoing around Europe and 

worldwide that address (some of) these challenges

¸ COST Action IC0801 on ñAgreement Technologiesò

ī : Europ. Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research

ī Duration: 10/2008 ╖  10/2012 (4 years)

ī Overall mission:

ñto support and promote the harmonization of nationally-funded high-quality 

researchtowards a new paradigm for next generation distributed systems based 

on the notion of agreement between computational agents...ò

ī Networking activities: coordination of research & training

COST Action on Agreement Technologies
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MC Meeting

Brussels, 17/10/2008

AT Planned Activities

ÅActivity A1: Working Group Workshops

VResearchcoordinationthrougheffectiveknowledgeandresultexchange

VFocusedundthefive key topicsof AgreementTechnologies

ÅActivity A2: Ad hocSeminars

VSmall-scale(low cost)meetings,possiblyco-locatedwith otherevents

ÅActivity A3: Coordination visits for senior researchers

VSTSMprogramme: joint research/fundingproposalpreparation

ÅActivity A4: Training visits for early-stageresearchers

VSTSMprogramme: EuropeanPhDlabel/jointly supervisedPhDs

ÅActivity A5: Early-stage-researchersmeetings

VRaiseawarenessof thenecessitiesof PhDstudentsandyoungPostDocs
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MC Meeting

Brussels, 17/10/2008

AT Planned Activities

ÅActivity A6: Training Schoolin AgreementTechnologies

VTrainingeventsopento bothparticipantsfrom academiaandindustry

VPossiblyin co-operationwith existingtrainingschools

ÅActivity A7: AgreementTechnologyIndustrial Days

VProjecttheprospectivebenefitsof AT to EuropeanIndustry

ÅActivity A8: AgreementTechnologiesHandbook

VReferencefor thestateof theart in AT, its applicationsandindustrialpotential

ÅActivity A9: Disseminationand Exploitation

VClassicdisseminationmeansincluding liaisons& centralAction Web Site

VPromotionof bi/multi-lateralresearchfundingproposalsamongmembers


